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THE ANDREW McDONOUGH B+ (BE POSITIVE) FOUNDATION ANNOUNCED AS DANCE MARATHON 2012’S PRIMARY BENEFICIARY
Proceeds to Fund Childhood Cancer Research and Financial Support for Affected Families
EVANSTON, IL, May 26, 2011 – Northwestern University Dance Marathon announced on Thursday its primary beneficiary for the 2012 year to be The Andrew McDonough B+ (Be Positive) Foundation for childhood cancer. 

The B+ Foundation funds medical research for childhood cancers and improvements in chemotherapy. The Foundation recently gave a grant to fund a High-Throughput Screening device, which will accelerate the drug-discovery process to develop new chemotherapy treatments and, ultimately, a cure for childhood cancer.  
As well as supporting the latest in research and innovative technology, The B+ Foundation provides financial support to families of children with cancer. Since 2007, The B+ Foundation has provided over 500 families in over 43 states with almost $600,000 in their time of greatest need.

Northwestern University Dance Marathon 2012, which will be held on March 2, 3 and 4, 2012, will also initiate The B+ Foundation establishment of a Midwest regional branch with headquarters located in the Chicagoland area, reflecting The B+ Foundation pursuit to proliferate its influence nationwide.

The B+ Foundation honors the memory of Andrew McDonough, a 14-year-old “A” student and athlete from Wilmington, Delaware. Andrew went into cardiac arrest shortly after playing in four soccer games on January 27, 2007, receiving a diagnosis of leukemia and sepsis just 48 hours later. Andrew spent most of his 167 valiant days in the hospital in the intensive care unit before passing away on July 14, 2007. Andrew’s blood type and the family’s motto was, and continues to be, “Be Positive.” 

The B+ Foundation is headed by the McDonough family, who were honored as local finalists for the Jefferson Award for Public Service in April 2008. In December 2009, Facebook named The B+ Foundation one of the “Top 100 Charities in the U.S.” Finally, Joe McDonough, Andrew’s father and president of The B+ Foundation, was a guest at this year’s State of the Union address, having received the invitation on behalf of The B+ Foundation.

“It means so much to us that the students of Northwestern would select The B+ Foundation and support our mission to fight childhood cancer,” said McDonough. “Forty six kids will be diagnosed today, and the generosity and compassion of the students will make such a difference in the lives of the children who are currently facing childhood cancer and will also go a long way to find cures for childhood cancers.”

By partnering with The B+ Foundation, Northwestern University Dance Marathon has also united with the Be Positive Heroes program. Be Positive Heroes are brave children battling cancer, and Dance Marathon will provide Northwestern University and its surrounding community the opportunity to create long-lasting relationships with these children throughout the year and beyond.

“We can say in full confidence that our partnership with The B+ Foundation will not only change the lives of boys and girls affected with childhood cancer, but will also enrich the lives of the Northwestern University Dance Marathon community,” said Scott Ritter, Dance Marathon 2012 Executive Co-Chair.

Cancer is the leading cause of death in children, greater than cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy, asthma and AIDS combined. Seventy percent of childhood cancer survivors will have chronic side effects, while 42 percent will have life-threatening side effects. However, less than four percent of the National Cancer Institute’s federal funding is allocated to all 12 types of childhood cancer. 

Northwestern University Dance Marathon is also proud to support the Evanston Community Foundation as its secondary beneficiary for the fifteenth consecutive year. The Evanston Community Foundation is an independent, tax-exempt public charity that focuses on Evanston and its surrounding area. The Foundation's multiple programs give it a space to help Evanston meet a wide variety of local needs, from financial services for individual or family interests to endowment funds for Evanston’s future.

“The energy and spirit that The B+ Foundation exudes is truly inspirational,” said Kunal Joshi, Dance Marathon 2012 Executive Co-Chair. “In honoring the memory of Andrew McDonough and by selecting The B+ Foundation as our primary beneficiary, we know that we are making real strides in making childhood cancer a thing of the past - I could not be more excited.”

About NU Dance Marathon

Now in its 38th year, Northwestern University Dance Marathon is one of the largest student-run philanthropies in the nation. Since it was founded in 1975, Northwestern students have raised more than $12 million for thirty different beneficiaries. Last year over 1,000 dancers and committee members raised $1,019,130 through fundraising and in-kind donations.
For more information about Northwestern University Dance Marathon, please visit www.nudm.org.
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