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DANCE MARATHON REGISTERS RECORD-BREAKING NUMBER OF DANCERS
More Than 1,300 Students Have Signed Up to Participate in DM 2012
EVANSTON, IL, October 23, 2011 – Northwestern University Dance Marathon (NUDM), registered more than 1,300 dancers last week, the most in NUDM history.  Registration for Dance Marathon 2012, which was held last week, took place entirely online at nudm.org.

“With a record number of dancers two years in a row, we can see how excited and motivated students are for DM,” said Kunal Joshi, Executive Co-chair. “We're seeing substantial, healthy growth in our organization, and I could not be happier that so many students want to be a part of a great Northwestern tradition.”

Another first for the organization was the option to register without a partner for those in dancer groups of more than 10 students. All individuals in these groups have pledged to raise $400 each, and all other dancers have pledged to raise a combined $800 with their partners.

With committee assignments and dancer registration completed, NUDM will shift its focus to community engagement between students and The Andrew McDonough Be Positive Foundation and the Evanston Community Foundation, this year’s primary and secondary beneficiaries respectively.

“Ultimately, our goal is to foster a connection between the Northwestern community and the faces of these amazing organizations -- the very people whose lives we are trying to change,” said Executive Co-chair Scott Ritter. “There is enthusiasm from all walks of campus life, and the support that we've received has been incredible. We are looking forward to continuing this spirit throughout the year.”

About NU Dance Marathon
Now in its 38th year, Northwestern University Dance Marathon is one of the largest student-run philanthropies in the nation. Since it was founded in 1975, Northwestern students have raised more than $12 million for thirty different beneficiaries. Last year more than 1,000 dancers and committee members raised $1,019,130 through fundraising and in-kind donations. This year, DM will be held March 2-4, 2012, and will benefit the Andrew McDonough Be Positive Foundation to fight childhood cancer.

For more information about Northwestern University Dance Marathon, please visit www.nudm.org.
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