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DANCE MARATHON ANNOUNCES 2012 EMCEES
Ned Baker and Ashley Thompson selected to lead NUDM 2012
EVANSTON, IL, November 6, 2011 – Northwestern University Dance Marathon (NUDM) has selected Ned Baker, a Communication senior and Ashley Thompson, a Communication junior to be its 2012 emcees.  The duo will be tasked with maintaining dancer morale, energy and enthusiasm for all 30 hours of Dance Marathon, taking place March 2-4, 2012.
“After dancing my freshman year, I’m so excited to return as a senior to make this year’s DM the best one yet,” said Baker, a Detroit, Michigan native. “Being emcee has been a dream of mine since I walked out of the tent after those first 30 hours.” 

“DM has been one of the greatest experiences of my life,” said Thompson, originally from Dallas, Texas.  “Ned and I are thrilled to be leading it this year, and we know it’s going to be absolutely incredible,” added Thompson, a theatre major.
Leading up to the event, the emcees will act as one of the faces of NUDM, working to raise awareness throughout the year for The Andrew McDonough B+ (Be Positive) Foundation, the Evanston Community Foundation and NUDM as a whole.
“Ned and Ashley are a magnificently synergetic combination,” said NUDM Executive Co-Chair Scott Ritter. “There is no question that these two are going to lead one of the liveliest, most fun DMs in our history.  I’m confident that they will push DM and the dancers to above and beyond where they’ve been before.”

About NU Dance Marathon
Now in its 38th year, Northwestern University Dance Marathon is one of the largest student-run philanthropies in the nation. Since it was founded in 1975, Northwestern students have raised more than $12 million for thirty different beneficiaries. Last year more than 1,000 dancers and committee members raised $1,019,130 through fundraising and in-kind donations. This year, DM will be held March 2-4, 2012, and will benefit the Andrew McDonough Be Positive Foundation to fight childhood cancer.

For more information about Northwestern University Dance Marathon, please visit www.nudm.org.
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