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DANCE MARATHON NAMED MOST INFLUENTIAL COLLEGE ORGANIZATION AT CLASSY AWARDS

DM Awarded $10,000 at the Third Annual Awards Ceremony in San Diego, California
EVANSTON, IL, September 18, 2011 – Northwestern University Dance Marathon was announced the winner of the award for Most Influential College Organization at the third annual Classy Awards in San Diego, California on Saturday evening. For its achievement, DM was awarded $10,000, all of which will go towards Dance Marathon 2012’s fundraising total.
The Classy Awards is the largest philanthropic awards ceremony in the country, recognizing outstanding philanthropic achievements by charities, businesses and individuals nationwide. The annual event is hosted by StayClassy, an online fundraising organization.
“We are so thrilled, and so grateful to be awarded this amazing honor,” said DM Executive Co-Chair Kunal Joshi. “Every year, Northwestern students have worked so hard to take DM to greater heights, and this national accolade gives everyone’s efforts unparalleled validation.” 
DM was announced as a top 25 qualifier for the Classy Awards in late July. After a month-long public vote on Facebook, DM became a finalist in the category of Most Influential College Organization. The winners, decided by a panel of judges, were announced at the awards show on Saturday evening at the San Diego Civic Theatre in front 2,000 attendees. 
“It’s an amazing feeling to kick off the school year and DM 2012’s fundraising with such a start,” said Executive Co-Chair Scott Ritter. “There is no question that this is the first step in making this year’s DM the most successful one we’ve ever had.”

About NU Dance Marathon

Now in its 38th year, Northwestern University Dance Marathon is one of the largest student-run philanthropies in the nation. Since it was founded in 1975, Northwestern students have raised more than $12 million for thirty different beneficiaries. Last year over 1,000 dancers and committee members raised $1,019,130 through fundraising and in-kind donations. This year, DM will take place on March 2-4, 2012, and will benefit the Andrew McDonough Be Positive Foundation to fight childhood cancer.
For more information about Northwestern University Dance Marathon, please visit www.nudm.org.
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