northwestern university dance marathon

fundraising
guide

general facts and tips about fundraising for nudm

Frequently asked questions
What does the money I raise go towards?

what if i’m having trouble fundraising?

All of the money you fundraise each year goes directly to our beneficiaries.
This year, our primary beneficiary is C
 hildren’s Home and Aidand they
receive 90% of the final total amount. Our secondary beneficiary, the
Evanston Community Foundation, receives 10% of the total amount raised.
The registration fee covers the cost of all weekend-of operations, ensuring
all fundraising goes directly to the beneficiaries.

No worries! We’re here to help you get started. Email d ae@nudm.organd
ask to sign up for a 1:1 fundraising chat. You’ll be paired with a fundraising
mentor who will help you make an action plan, generate creative
fundraising ideas, take you canning and more. Just by having this chat
you also get $10 to your fundraising page! 
You can also sign up by filling out this form.

When Should I raise $400 by?

how do i raise money at nudm trivia?

We highly encourage you to have $400 on your Classy page by Feb. 26th!
The recommended $200 checkpoint is Feb 5th. If you have raised $400
by the $200 checkpoint, you will receive a double block change, which will
give you 30 minutes of rest time between two blocks of Dance Marathon
as opposed to the usual 15 minutes!

At NUDM’s weekly trivia, your $5 entrance fee goes directly back to your
fundraising total. So when you go to trivia, you’re really putting money
towards your fundraising page! Additionally, the winning team receives
$200 to split among their individual fundraising pages. You can make
trivia teams with any member of the NUDM community even if they are
not on your dancer team! Trivia teams can be made up of anyone regardless
of dancer team, even non-dancers can participate!

i’ve reached my $400 goal... now what?
Increase your goal o n Classyand keep fundraising! Keep up the great work
and help as many kids as you can!

What is canning and when can I do it?
Canning is a great fundraising method where you stand outside in
pre-approved locations with a group of friends and ask anyone passing by
for donations while pitching NUDM and C
 hildren’s Home and Aid! Make sure
to grab a can and bib from your grouphead or the NUDM office, and pay
attention to announcements for canning dates and places! Sign up for a ride
to canning at go.nudm.org/canning
Canning is also rewarded with NUDM points!

what other events can i earn money at?
NUDM has events throughout the year for dancers to participate in which
can contribute to their fundraising goal. These events include NUDM
Olympics, Tour de NUDM, and more. NUDM Olympics is a day-long
competition of games + sports where the winners receive up to $300. Tour
de NUDM is a week-long fundraising + attendance challenge where the top
3 teams and top 3 individuals receive up to $1500.

What is venmo canning?
Venmo canning occurs on certain big fundraising days, like Giving Tuesday.
Dancers can post a graphic on their social media asking people to venmo
them in order for them to fill up their “Venmo bingo board.”

points and perks
What are points?

Fundraising perks

NUDM 2020 is proud to introduce the NUDM Dancer App. Dancers can
earn points to gain exclusive perks through the app.
Point opportunities include:
• Attend a BUILD event
• 1 hour of service
• Creative fundraising
• Attend a speaker event
• Go canning
• Attend a special event
• Go to trivia
• Go to office hours
• Committee meeting attendance
• All dancer meeting attendance
• Share on social media
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Giving tuesday perks
Raise $90 or receive 6 donations and get a limited edition NUDM laptop
sticker.

Exclusive point perks
These perks can only be earned through points! Points will be tracked and
submitted through the app.
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$400 by $200 perk
Raise $400 by the $200 deadline and receive a Double Block Change (30
minutes of rest between two blocks instead of the usual 15)
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fundraising templates
letter writing facebook post canning pitch
The letter writing template
can be downloaded online at
go.nudm.org/template and
is personalized for first-time
dancers, returning dancers and
committee members! You can
download and personalize these
templates and then mail or
email the letters to your friends
and family! Some people even
take the initiative to hand write
the letters in order to give them
a more personalized feel.

Hi everyone! This year I have decided to
dance for 30 straight hours in Northwestern
University Dance Marathon (NUDM), one
of the largest student-run philanthropies
in the nation. The NUDM 2020 primary
beneficiary is Children’s Home & Aid, a nonprofit dedicated to recovering neglected and
abused children’s health, hope, and faith in the
people around them! Specifically, we’re raising
money for their Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice
Child + Family Center, a foster shelter located
in Evanston, which children with counseling,
expression therapy, and mentor programs
that will eventually lead to a permanent home
placement. I have pledged to raise at least
$400 dollars and would appreciate any
support you can provide through my donation
page at this link: (INSERT LINK). Just $30
provides a full week of expressive group
therapy for a child in foster care with the goal
of returning them to a safe and
loving permanent home.

Would you like to donate to
Northwestern University Dance
Marathon? This year I’m going
to be dancing for 30 hours to
support Children’s Home &
Aid’s Evanston location, the Rice
Center, a non-profit dedicated
to helping neglected children
find permanent homes through
various therapy styles.

managing donations
1

Set up your classy page

2

push your classy page for online donations

3

Bring Checks to nudm office

4

bring cash to the cashier’s office

Claim your fundraising page and personalize your story with photos and why you’ve decided to dance! Also, make sure to set a personal
fundraising goal. The fundraising goal of $400 is a great start, but many people set an even higher bar. Don’t be afraid to be ambitious!

By using the Classy platform, you can track your progress in real time and share your page via email and social media with friends and family
to help meet your fundraising goal!

Drop off checks at the NUDM Office (Norris Third Floor Office E). The best time to do so is during any NUDM Co-Chairs’ office hours, which can
be found on nudm.org on the About Executive Board page. Make sure checks are made payable to Northwestern University with the dancer
name on the memo line.

To drop off cash donations from canning and other fundraising efforts, bring your donation to the ca- shier’s office on the First Floor of Norris
from 9:00am - 4:00pm, Monday through Friday. Make sure your name is on the deposit slip so the money can be allocated to your Classy page!

questions?
Executive Co-Chairs:
Eliana + Rachel
exec@nudm.org

Finance Co-Chairs:
Lucie + Scott
finance@nudm.org

DAE Co-Chairs:
Alec + Regina
dae@nudm.org

